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This Bulletin is forwarded to every medical practitioner in the province. Decisions of the College on

matters of standards, amendments to Regulations, guidelines, etc., are published in Bulletins. The
College, therefore, assumes that a practitioner should be aware of these matters.

COMPLAINTS

After some delay, a patient

was discovered to have
retained a forcign body after
| an carlier procedure. Over a
| number of months, the
patient had seen several
physicians in several centres,
' and had had investigations
for a number of reasons.
These might have detected
the problem. In reviewing
the matter, the Committee
first felt it unlikely that the
clinical situation created
significant risk for the
patent. However, there was
a great deal of stress when
the patient became aware of
the issue. In reviewing the
care provided by cach of the
physicians involved, the
Committee could not find
any fault on an individual
basis. Rather, the patent had
encountered a number of
circumstances which had
resulted in an unfortunate
series of events. Physicians
are reminded of the
importance of following up
all investigations. Even those
done routinely or for an
unrelated reason may
disclose a problem requiring
interventon,

Council Update

At its meetings on 15 September, and 24 November, 2000,
Council considered the following matters.

A specialist sent a patient to
a referral centre for planned
mm-patient treatment.
However, the patient was,
mstead, assessed by the local
consultant and sent home
with significant medication
changes. The original
physician felt this was
mappropriate. In reviewing
the matter, the Committee
noted first that it was
ultimately the patient’s
decision as to which
treatment is to be accepted
or rejected. Under these
circumstances, however, the
Committee felt that better
cooperation between the
physicians would have
avoided the resulting dispute.
The Committee felt that
patients can scldom be well
served if such
communication does not
take place.

There was an allegation that a
physician had failed to
properly report an alleged
episode of child abuse which
had been admitted by his
patient. 'The physician
asserted that he had, in fact,
contacted the relevant
authorities by phone in the
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presence of the patient. The
Committee had no way of
verifying whether such a call
took place, but was
concerned that the physician
chose to make the call in the
presence of the patent. The
Committee was concerned
that this would result in less
candour on the part of the
physician regarding any
information which was
disclosed. Furthermore, it
may imply that the physician
did not consider the
allegation to be of serious
concern. Finally, the
Committee also noted that
some physicians, such as
those directly employed by a
Regional Health Authority,
arc obligated to provide full
disclosure of any relevant
information when reporting

such a matter.
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