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- COMPLAINTS

An elderly patient underwent an
procedure,  but
afterwards to a
heart attack. On reviewing the

abdominal
succumbed

matter, the Committee could
not find any deficiencies in the
carc provided. There was a
question as to whether the
preoperative ECG showed any
evidence of
pathology.
may have Dbeen the case.

developing
In retrospect, this

However, the automated
interpretation of the ECG failed
There was no
evidence that the physicians

to detect such.
relied on  this. However,
cautioned  that
such automated interpretation

members  are

has the potental to mislead
physicians. In all
circumstances, specific  visual
interpretation of the HCG i1s
warranted.

An  Emergency Room physician
prescribed an antibiotic to a child
despite a documented allergy.  The
child suffered no significant ill
effects. Tt was the Committee’s
conclusion that the error was
inadvertent and possibly duc to a
moment of inattention related to an
interruption in the assessment of

the child.
conscious of the distractions which

Members can only be

may occur in a bUS_V dcpartmcnt.

There was an allegation that a
physician had failed to report to the
relevant authorities an allegation of

child abuse. The  physician
responded that he was not sure the
allegation  was  credible. On
reviewing the matter, the

Committee did note that it had been
reported by
Nevertheless,

another
members are

physician.

reminded that the legal obligation to
report such matters applies to all
professionals involved in a child’s
care.  The Committee chose to
remind the member firmly of this
obligation.
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| At its meeting on 4 October, 2002, Council considered the following matters:

There was an allegation from a

patient regarding excessive pain
during an ancsthetic procedure. A
review of records of the matter
demonstrated no objective evidence
of such pain. It appeared most
likelv that the patient’s recollection
was the result of the effects of
certain premedication used.

A patient underwent a procedure
and alleged that it was performed
improperly. In reviewing  the
matter, the Committee could find
no evidence of deficient -care.
Committee  was
concerned that the

patient was first assessed by another

However,  the
stgnificantly

physician who recommended the
procedure. The physician  who
actually performed the procedure
had no discussion with the patient.
It was noted that this was an
established
taken by these physicians,

scheduling  approach

In the
Committee and Council’s view, such
s unacceptable. Any physician
performing an invasive procedure is
responsible for assessing the patient
directly, discussing the matter with
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