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| Atits meeting on 7 September, 2001, Council considered the following

matters:
COMPLAINTS

A young adult was admitted with
shortness of breath, but died
unexpectedly after a few days in
hospital. The cause of death was
determined to be a pulmonary
embolism. There  was an
allegation  that the diagnosis
should have been made earlier.
On reviewing the facts, the
Committee noted there were
some hints for such a problem,
but these were only evident in
retrospect. The Committee
found no evidence that the care
provided was deficient.

There  were  two  scparate
complaints  regarding  surgical
care, The  complications

developed, specifically a bladder
fistula and an injury to a ureter,
were both likely due to the
procedure being more difficult as
a result of significant adhesions
from previous surgery.  ‘These
were felt to be complications
which were known to occur
despite the best of care.  No

action was taken on either

complaint.

There was a complaint from a
hospital that a physician had
breached contractual obligations
by  acceptng  a
elsewhere. T'his
aggravated the

position

further
hospital’s
difficulties in recruiting. On
reviewing  the  matter,  the
Committee  noted  that  the
College did not have a specific
provision such that breaches of a
contract for medical services
constituted professional
misconduct. Such provisions do,
however, exist in other provinces.
Lacking such a provision, the
Committee felt that no further
action could be taken on the
matter. The  Committee
recommended that appropriate
remedies for this issue should be
written  into  the  contracts
themselves.

There was an allegation that an
clderly man had suffered a stroke
as the result of being prescribed
(Viagra) despite his

medical  condition.

sildenafil
underlying
On reviewing the matter, the
Committee felt there were other
causes likely. Furthermore, it was
noted that the contraindications
to prescribing this medication
had been evolving. No fault was
found with the care provided.

An clderly man presented to the
Emergency Department after a
fall.  X-rays were taken, read as
negative, and he was sent home.
He died there a few days later.
At the same dme, the x-ray was
reported as showing significant
injuries which were not detected
by the original physician. The
Committee accepted that this was
a diagnostic cerror and did not feel
that further action was necessary.

A physician had stated that a
requested medical report would
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